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• The Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce is seeking feedback on its Interim Report which sets out initial
recommendations to the Queensland Government on how to deliver substantial reef water quality improvements.
• The Taskforce has been established to provide the Queensland Government with advice on how it can meet its
ambitious water quality targets and the priority areas for investing an additional $90 million over five years. The
Taskforce’s key objective is to ensure clean water flows from the rivers to the sea to ensure a healthy Great Barrier
Reef.
• The targets are to reduce nitrogen run-off by up to 80 per cent and reduce total suspended sediment run-off by up
to 50 per cent in key catchments such as the Wet Tropics and Burdekin by 2025.
• Nitrogen runoff from fertiliser is linked to outbreaks of coral eating crown-of-thorns starfish. Sedimentation reduces
the light available to seagrass ecosystems and inshore coral reefs, affecting coral settlement, growth and
reproduction.
• Significant investment and considerable changes have been made across many sectors to improve water quality in
Reef catchments. However, progress towards the targets has not been rapid or widespread enough.
• The Taskforce’s key findings related to complexity, fragmentation and poor communication and engagement. For
example there is complexity in governance, Reef science and program delivery. Fragmentation could be found in
many areas including policy, delivery efforts, funding, extension and monitoring. There was poor communication
and engagement around the science, a lack of consistent narrative about the need for change and many
misunderstandings.
• A key finding from the Taskforce was that no single tool will achieve the targets in isolation. There needs to be
considerably wider application of what we already know works well. In addition, new technologies, innovative
practices and land use change will also be needed.
• Therefore, a mix of tools and approaches are recommended to deliver the significant changes needed to costeffectively improve reef water quality. They include more financial incentives and other market instruments, better
extension, a focus on innovation, targeted finer scale monitoring, substantially improved communication, outcomesbased regulations that are staged over time and greater leveraging of investment.
• Success will require long-term commitment, leadership, adequate resources, and financial and technical assistance
to land managers.
• The recommendations include:
o keeping the reef water quality targets and reviewing them in 2016
o making greater use of market approaches, which could include concessional loans, stamp duty relaxation
for farm amalgamations, voluntary retirement of marginal land from production, stewardship payments for
restoration and water quality grants for practice change.
o introducing more outcomes-based regulations for activities that impact on the reef, in a staged way
o investing in more effective, targeted and coordinated extension
o improving communication and information commensurate with a major change campaign of the scale
required
o developing a strategic investment plan and establishing public-private partnerships
o better aligning science and funding development of new ideas and solutions
o funding additional reef-wide and finer scale monitoring, modelling and reporting
o simplifying governance (and clarifying roles and responsibilities), pooling resources and better aligning
program delivery
o implementing two major demonstrator projects (one in the Wet Tropics and one in the Burdekin) to
evaluate tools to inform the design of future programs.
• The Interim Report includes some initial investment priorities and these will be further refined in coming months.
• The recommendation is to allocate a significant amount of funding to implementing two major demonstrator
projects, one on nutrients and pesticides in the Wet Tropics and one on sediment in the Burdekin. These locations
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are recognised as hot spots in terms of their contributions to nutrient and sediment loads respectively.
Taskforce members have consulted with multiple stakeholders and key groups to gather their views on what
management approaches have worked well and what haven’t, the investment priorities and how to meet the water
quality targets. Seeking feedback on the Interim Report is an important component of this ongoing consultation.
At the same time, further detailed work is being undertaken on the following to inform the final report:
o two major demonstrator projects
o other projects that could be implemented at a low cost in targeted areas and industries
o how to calculate the total costs of achieving the targets.
Submissions close on Monday 22 February 2016. The Taskforce will then consider the feedback and other
information and prepare a Final Report to submit to the Minister for the Great Barrier Reef by May 2016.
The Executive Summary, Interim Report, supporting information and survey are available on the Great Barrier Reef
Living Wonder website – www.gbr.qld.gov.au.
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