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• The Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce has submitted its Final Report to the Queensland Government
on how to deliver substantial Reef water quality improvements.
• The Taskforce was established in May 2015 to provide the Queensland Government with advice on how its
ambitious water quality targets can be achieved and the priority areas for investing an additional $90 million.
• The targets are to reduce nitrogen run-off by up to 80 per cent and reduce total suspended sediment run-off by up
to 50 per cent in key catchments such as the Wet Tropics and Burdekin by 2025.
• Nitrogen runoff from fertiliser is linked to outbreaks of coral eating crown-of-thorns starfish. Suspended sediment
in the water reduces the light available to seagrass ecosystems and inshore coral reefs, affecting coral
settlement, growth and reproduction.
• The Taskforce’s key objective was to ensure that clean water flows from the rivers to the sea to protect the Reef
for future generations.
• Broad consultation on the Interim Report, which was released for comment in December 2015, helped shape the
Final Report.
• Members acknowledged there had been significant efforts to improve water quality but the changes had not been
rapid or widespread enough to achieve the water quality targets. While some ideas had worked, others had been
too complex, fragmented and poorly communicated.
• To achieve a healthy and resilient Reef, everyone - including farmers, graziers, developers, the resources sector,
community member and tourism operators - must be part of the solution.
• Transformational change – a fundamental shift in the way the land is managed – will be required. The challenge
will be to lead and manage such a significant management change program across such a vast scale.
• Leadership, collaborative problem solving, significant additional funding, clearly defined accountabilities and a
range of tools will be key.
• A strong focus on innovation, new technologies and different ways of thinking will be needed to accelerate
progress towards the water quality targets.
• The Final Report makes 10 recommendations including enhanced communication, increased levels of agricultural
extension and innovation, expanded monitoring, financial and other incentives, and staged and targeted
regulations.
• The 10 recommendations are:
1. Review the Reef water quality targets in 2016 to feed into the review of the Reef Water Quality
Protection Plan
2. Substantially improve communication and information to build understanding of the pressures on the
Reef and to support management practice and social change.
3. Invest in more effective, targeted and coordinated extension to support large scale land management
practice change.
4. Establish greater use of incentives and market approaches to support water quality improvements.
5. Implement staged regulations to reduce water pollution throughout the Reef regions.
6. Better align science and fund development of new ideas and solutions.
7. Fund additional long-term and finer scale catchment monitoring, modelling and reporting for improved
decision making and adaptive management.
8. Implement two well facilitated major integrated projects in pollutant ‘hot spot’ areas to evaluate the most
effective combination of tools to inform the design of future programs.
9. Develop a strategic investment plan and establish public-private partnerships that are Reef-friendly.
10. Simplify and strengthen governance and clarify roles and responsibilities within and between the
Queensland and Australian Governments.
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•

A consortium of economic and water quality experts is continuing to assess the costs and effectiveness of
various solutions to direct the investment that may be required to meet the targets. This work aims to be
completed by July 2016.
• The Final Report is available on the Great Barrier Reef Living Wonder website – www.gbr.qld.gov.au.

Members
Taskforce members, who were appointed in their individual capacity, are:
• Dr Geoff Garrett AO FTSE, Queensland Chief Scientist (Chair)
• Steve Banney, Consultant, Grazing land management (Grazing industry)
• Dr Rebecca Bartley, Research Scientist, CSIRO (Sediment movement)
• Professor Susanne Becken, Director of Griffith Institute for Tourism, Professor of Sustainable Tourism, Griffith
University (Tourism industry)
• Professor Mike Bell, Chair in Tropical Agronomy, Gatton Campus, The University of Queensland (Cane industry)
• Colin Creighton, Director Greening Australia and Principal research scientist, TropWATER James Cook
University (Natural resource management)
• Professor Allan Dale, Professor of Tropical Regional Development, Cairns Institute, James Cook University
(Regional community expert)
• Dr Rob Fearon, Director, Innovation Partnerships, qldwater, Manager Queensland Water Regional Alliances
Program (Local government)
• Professor Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, Director of the Global Change Institute, Professor of Marine Science, The
University of Queensland (Tropical marine science)
• Euan Morton, Principal, Synergies Economic Consulting (Economics)
• Dr Steve Morton, Honorary Fellow, CSIRO Ecosystem Science (Conservation planning)
• Dr Chris Rawlings, Director, Queensland Energy Resources (Resources industry)
• Jim Reeves, Director-General, Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (Queensland Government)
• Dr Russell Reichelt, Chairman and Chief Executive, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority)
• Dr Britta Schaffelke, Research Program Leader, Australian Institute of Marine Science (Water quality and
research)
• Dr Roger Shaw, Independent consultant, Chair of the Reef Water Quality Protection Plan Independent Science
Panel (Reef water quality science)
• Di Tarte, Independent Chair of the Mackay Whitsunday Healthy Rivers to Reef Partnership (Community
engagement and partnerships)
• Jane Waterhouse, Research Fellow, Catchment to Reef Processes, James Cook University (Water quality
improvement planning)
• Brad Webb, Director of BM Webb Group (Ports industry)
• Dr Stuart Whitten, CSIRO Group Leader – Economics, Productivity and Sustainability Land and Water
(Economics)
• Malcolm Thompson, Ami McGrath and Kevin Gale (observers for Department of the Environment, Australian
Government).
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